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treatments, 
today
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Renaissance in Neurosciences
The right time for agile biotechs

▪ CNS disorders affect 14% of the world's population, are a leading cause of 
disability and a major cause of deaths worldwide, with prevalence set to 
increase due to an aging population1

▪ The CNS pharmaceutical market represents $80 billion per year and major 
growth is expected in the coming years2

▪ Unlocking potential for drug-developers from an “explosion of new 
scientific knowledge about the nervous system” (FDA, 2018) and 
progresses made by the pharma industry in designing clinical trials

▪ Big Pharmas reshaped their business model in Neurosciences to bet on the 
biotech sector to provide new programs

1 https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6459001/

2 https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/central-nervous-system-cns-therapeutic-market
https://www.technavio.com/report/global-cns-therapeutics-market-analysis-share-2018?pk_vid=56cbcbf21e8ba3a615898819749e2743&tnplus

+ stroke, schizophrenia, deafness, retinal diseases, peripheral 
nervous system diseases

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6459001/
https://www.grandviewresearch.com/industry-analysis/central-nervous-system-cns-therapeutic-market
https://www.technavio.com/report/global-cns-therapeutics-market-analysis-share-2018?pk_vid=56cbcbf21e8ba3a615898819749e2743&tnplus
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Be a Game Changer

Definition

Disease-modifying drugs act by altering the underlying disease rather than 

solely treating symptoms.

Goal

Slow down or stop the progression of the disease (disability) in CNS indications 

with very high unmet needs
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Research approach

The core of our therapeutic development strategy 

▪ Science development strategies driven by the recent advances in basic neurobiology, neurodegeneration, 
and neuroinflammation, and on our understanding of the pathogenesis of brain diseases whether at the 
genetic, molecular, cellular and system levels

▪ Scientific knowledge to help us to select relevant targets, and to search for drugs that act through them to 
combat the neurological disease

▪ Optimization of CNS delivery of the drug and the discovery of biomarkers that track the drug’s 
pharmacodynamic effects
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The scientific foundation:  Peptidomimetics for CNS therapeutics

December 2020

 Peptide-based approaches for drug development are extremely valid to address CNS physiopathology but the blood-brain barrier 
represents a formidable barrier that insulates the brain and prevent large-pharmaceuticals to cross 

 The chemistry school of Barcelona is the foundation of Accure’s product portfolio, based on the development of therapeutic 
peptidomimetics tailored to cross the BBB while offering exquisite selectivity and high proteolytic stability

Prof. Ernest Giralt
• Professor and head of the Chemistry and Molecular Pharmacology Program at IRB – University of Barcelona.
• One of the best peptide chemist in Europe, having published More than 600 publications and 16 patents.
• Pioneer in the field of chemical biology by focusing on CNS disorders and BBB permeability.
• His research has led to several biotech companies (Minoryx, IDP pharma, Intelligent Pharma, Iproteos-now AccureTx,

Proteodesign/Splicebio).

Prof. Angel Messeguer
• Professor of organic chemistry chairman of the Institute for Advanced Chemistry of CSIC in Barcelona, Spain.
• Internationally recognized expert on the field medicinal chemistry applied to peptiodmimetics, with more than 240 publications and 14

patents.
• Pioneered in the development of peptidomimetics for targeting several CNS receptors.
• His research has led to Diverdrugs and Bionure (now AccureTx) biotech companies.



7

Q1 2021

New Medicine Portfolio
3 Disease Modifying Drugs

1st-in-man 
Enabling

Drug
discovery

Clinical
Phase 2

Clinical
Phase 1

Clinical
Phase 3

Activates Neurotrophic signalling pathways 

➢ Neuronal survival & repair

Modulates Protein-Protein interactions and the 
catabolism of neuropeptides (PREP inhibition)

➢ Limit toxic protein aggregation and 
improve cognitive impairment

Acts on the remodelling of the Extracellular 
matrix (Matrix MetalloProteinase 9-2 inhibition)

➢ Anti-epileptogenic

Stage of development

Multiple sclerosis, Optic Neuritis 

Parkinson’s 
disease 

Epilepsy 

New Chemical Entity 
(patent protected)

ACT-01

ACT-02

ACT-03
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Corporate model

Corporate model: to integrate valuable assets, people, R&D programs and investors to power a lean Translational R&D 
engine in CNS

➢ Sourcing from academic research centres and small R&D companies with a strong scientific background in 
neurobiology*

➢ Small R&D pharma model (cost-effective, agile): selected internal capabilities, resources and expertise to run R&D 
programs with the support of a large network/ecosystem of vendors, CROs and advisors

➢ Business approach: bring candidates to completion of Proof-of-concept Phase 2 study and assess options for 
further development via partnering, M&A or IPO

* Initial sourcing from IDIBAPS-Hospital Clinic Barcelona, Spanish National Council (CSIC), Bionure, Institute for Research in Biomedicine (IRB), Universitat de Barcelona (UB), iProteos
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Seasoned Team to Execute Strategy and Plans

Dr. Pablo Villoslada · CSO, Chairman of the SAB

Dr. Laurent Nguyen · CEO

Experience: Clinical practice (MD, MPH), 
Marketing & sales, BD&L/Acquisition, C-level 
biotech position (management, refinancing, IPO)

Employer: Hoechst-Roussel, Merck KGaA, F. 
Hoffmann-La Roche Ltd, Pierre Fabre, Sensorion, 
Bionure

Experience: clinical practice (MD in Neurology), 
Translational, Clinical & Regulatory 
development in CNS and inflammatory diseases

Employer: Biogen Idec, Janssen Cilag, BMS, Eli 
Lilly, Prexton Therapeutics, Affiris

Paul Bikard · CFO

Experience: Auditor, CFO-A&F (private & listed co.)

Employer: Andersen (EY), Coopers & Lybrand 
(PWC), Transgene, Prestwick Chemical, Sensorion

Experience: research (MD-PhD in Neurology), 
translational sciences, clinical & regulatory 
development in CNS

Employer: IDIBAPS-University of Barcelona, 
Roche-Genentech, Bionure, Stanford University

Dr. Rossella Medori · CMO
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Renown Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)

Stanford University

Dr. Larry Steinman

Neurologist and former chair of the immunology 

program at Stanford University. Pioneer in new 

therapeutics for multiple sclerosis (natalizumab), 

DNA vaccination. Member of the National Academy 

of Sciences and National Academy of Medicine

Dr. José Obeso

Pioneer in clinical development of 

deep brain stimulation for the 

treatment of Parkinson’s disease 

and defined mechanisms 

associated with myoclonus, tics 

and dystonia. Director of CINAC 

neuroscience center in Madrid, 

professor of neurology at CEU-San 

Pablo University 

Dr. Larry Hirsch

Neurologist and chief of the division of 

epilepsy and EEG at Yale University School 

of Medicine. Co-director at Yale 

Comprehensive Epilepsy Centre. Pioneer 

and leader in New-Onset Refractory Status 

Epilepticus (NORSE) and Febrile 

Infection‐Related Epilepsy Syndrome 

(FIRES) - lead on the current diagnostic 

criteria for NORSE and FIRES

Dr. Steve Hauser

Neurologist and former chairman of 

neurology at UCSF (University of 

California, San Francisco), current director 

of the UCSF Weil Institute for 

Neuroscience. Pioneered genetics 

research in multiple sclerosis and anti-

CD20 therapies

Dr. Amit Bar-Or

Neurologist, Director of the Center for Neuroinflammation and 

Neurotherapeutics, Perelman School of Medicine at the University 

of Pennsylvania. Pioneer in the roles of immune cell:brain-cell

interactions and therapies in neuroimmunological disorders. 
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In brief

• Field: Life sciences - New medicines to treat Central Nervous Disorders (CNS)

• Pharma R&D engine

 Inception: 2020 

 Private: €7.6m Series A round led by Alta Life Sciences and CDTI (Centre for Technological and Industrial 

Development, Spain)

 Professional team highly experienced in drug development and corporate growth in the Life Science 

sector

 Business model: bring candidates to completion of Proof-of-concept Phase 2 study and assess options 

for further development (partnering, M&A, IPO)

 3 New medicines in the portfolio: ACT-01 (clinical Phase 2 stage), ACT-02 & ACT-03 (preclinical stage)

 Indications: Acute optic neuritis, Multiple sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, Epilepsy
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Torres R+D+I, Baldiri Reixac 4-8,
08028 Barcelona
+34 93 125 86 07

info@accure.health

tel:+34%2093%20125%2086%2007
mailto:info@accure.healthcare

